ST. JUSTIN PARISH COMMUNITY
2655 Homestead Road, Santa Clara, CA 95051
(408) 296-1193 ~ www.st-justin.org

Happy New Year!
Masses
Saturday
Sunday

8:00 a.m., 5 p.m. (Vigil)
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m.,
12:15 & 7:00 p.m.

Daily Mass 8:30 a.m., Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m., Saturday
Holy Days of Obligation
8:30 a.m., 12:15, 7:00 p.m.

Reconciliation
Saturday

3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
or by appointment

Initiation
If interested in exploring the Catholic
Faith or completing the Sacraments of
Initiation as an adult or youth, contact
Catechetical Ministry at 296-1193 x
104.

Marriage
Couples registered within the parish
are required to make arrangements at
least six months prior to the date of
marriage by calling 296-1193 and must
complete a Marriage Preparation
Program.

Sacrament of the Sick
If you know of any parishioner who is ill,
at home, or in the hospital, please notify
the Parish Office so our Eucharistic
Ministers of the Sick may bring
communion or anointing can be
arranged.

Baptism
Infant baptism is celebrated following
completion of our parish Baptism
Preparation Program. New and
expectant parents are invited to call the
Parish Office at 296-1193.

Youth Confirmation
High School Youth Confirmation is
celebrated during the Easter Season.
Registration occurs in the summer.
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No, that is not a typo. This weekend
marks the beginning of the Church’s
Liturgical calendar. As we enter the new
year through the season of Advent, it is
very telling that our scripture readings
focus on the end times. For if Jesus is
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end, then to contemplate one is
to contemplate the other. We cannot
speak of the coming of Jesus through
the incarnation without simultaneously
speaking of His Second Coming for
which we pray with each Our Father:
“Thy Kingdom Come.”
Often we spend so much time
discussing Church teachings or our
theology around Jesus that we neglect
the primary message of Jesus’ ministry
on earth- that the Kingdom/Reign of
God is at hand. Though Biblical
scholars engage in many debates
regarding the historicity of particular
Jesus sayings within the Gospels, there
is no debate that He went about
preaching the Kingdom of God. It was
precisely this preaching that helped
identify him as the Messiah, for Isaiah
had predicted that the Messiah would
“bring glad tidings to the lowly, the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives and release to the prisoner.”
For this reason, it is this reading from
Isaiah that Jesus chose to proclaim in
the synagogue to inaugurate his
ministry.
Before we discuss what the Kingdom
IS, let us be sure we are not confusing it
with what it is NOT. First of all, it is not
MY Kingdom. If I pray “Thy Kingdom
come” I need to be sure I am not
preoccupied putting all my energy into
building and defending my own
Kingdom- be it individual or
nationalistic. Also, the Kingdom is NOT
just a substitute for the word “heaven,”
for Jesus very clearly preached the

First Sunday of Advent

Reign of God as breaking into THIS
world. We are called to surrender to the
coming of God’s Kingdom here and
now. Often, this surrender comes with a
real price in this world whose systems
and nations have become self-serving,
self-maintaining, and un-open to the
conversion demanded by the Kingdom.
Our addictions to wealth, possessions,
power, and popularity stand in the way
of the self-awareness that allows true
change.
So, what IS this Kingdom of God? It
is ordering our lives around the
priorities that Jesus preached, rather
than those espoused by our societies. It
is, as Peter Maurin said, to “create a
world in which it is easy for people to
do good.” But recalling that it is God’s
Kingdom, not ours, we need not have
illusions that we are capable of ridding
the earth of all darkness. Rather we must
claim the freedom to name the sins of
the world as darkness, no matter the
consequence.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly,
we must consider to whom Jesus
devoted the bulk of his ministry- those
on the fringe, the homeless, the hungry,
the outcasts, the strangers. Jesus made a
point of bringing those left on the fringe
back into the embrace of the
community. He continued the ancient
Hebrew tradition of welcoming the
stranger, when he instructed his
followers that “whatsoever you do to the
least of my brothers, that you do unto
me.” As the People of God receive and
assist the stranger, we embrace the Lord
himself. Are there any current events to
which we might apply
Jesus’ admonishment?
Yes- all of them.
Tracy Sevigny
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PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Christopher Bransfield, Pastor

Mass Dedications for the Week of
December 1 – December 7, 2014 + notes deceased

408-296-1193, x 107, cbransfield@dsj.org

Mon., 8:30 a.m.

Anthony Cuong Vu

Sat., 5:00 p.m.

Eileen McCreesh +

Rev. Gerald Nwafor, Parochial Vicar

Tues., 8:30 a.m.

Joseph Peter Vurich +

Sun., 7:30 a.m.

Carmel Malley +

Wed., 8:30 a.m.

Marge Connolly +

Sun., 9:00 a.m.

Max Pacada +

Thurs., 8:30 a.m.

Exquiel Floro +

Sun., 10:30a.m.

For All Parishioners

Mr. Joe Bauer, Pastoral Associate,

Fri., 8:30 a.m.

Mary Evangelho +

Sun., 12:15 p.m.

Susanne Hoffmann +

Facilities, Community Ministry
408-296-1193 x 109, joeb@st-justin.org

Sat., 8:00 a.m.

Leticia Lopez

Sun., 7:00 p.m.

James Campbell +
Jim and Molly Campbell +

408-296-1193, x 111, gnwafor@dsj.org

Ms. Karen Suty, Principal
408-248-1094, ksuty@dsj.org

Ms. Tracy Sevigny, Pastoral Associate,
DRE, RCIA, RCIC, Confirmation
408-296-1193 x 104, tracy@st-justin.org
Mrs. Lillian Kwiatkowski, Music Director
408-296-1193 x 112, lillian@st-justin.org

Ms. Laura Ortiz, Administrative Assistant
Ms. Diane Serrianne, Receptionist
Rev. James Okafor, In Residence

PHONE NUMBERS
Parish Offices:
408-296-1193
Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00 p.m.
FAX:
408-244-9437
Website: www.st-justin.org
Catechetical Ministry
Ext. 110
Ministry to the Sick
Ext. 0
Youth Ministry
Ext. 110
Liturgical Ministry
Ext. 107
WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP
Community Ministry 408-243-1462
REPORT408- 248-1094
School Office

MAY 27, 2012

Thrift Store

408-243-7117

Goal

$12,500.00

Current Hours:
Monday-Friday
9-2:30 p.m.
1st Collection
Saturday 9-3:00 p.m.
VarianceSunday 10-3:00 p.m.

Upcoming Second Offerings
12/7

Retired Religious

WEEKLY
STEWARDSHIP REPORT
NOVEMBER 23, 2014
Goal
1st Collection
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$12,500.00
NOT IN TIME
FOR
PUBLICATION

We pray for those who are ill or suffering from
loneliness, sadness, or depression. We pray for those
who care for them. We pray for our deceased family
and friends. We pray for our men and women who are
serving in the military.
This week we pray especially for those who are ill or preparing for surgery:
Juanito Alcaraz, Joe Armenta, Elizabeth Asher, James Bartosik, Joe Cook,
Ralph Flores, Phyllis Flores, Linda Hamilton, Pat Holmes, Francisco Pascua,
Anna Pelonia, Bernice Sylvia , Shelly Toolson, Audrey Zampedri
And for those who have died: Roberto Albarran, Mary Ann Sumpter
To have a person added to the Prayer Request, please call the Parish Office at 296-1193.

Donations for
Christmas Poinsettias
The Art and Environment
Committee is seeking donations to
cover the cost of the poinsettia plants
this Christmas. We typically spend
over $300 a year on these festive
holiday plants. We are asking for $10
donations to cover the cost of each
plant. Donations should be brought to
the PMC during regular office hours.
Please place your donation in an
envelope marked "Poinsettia
Donation". If you would like to donate
in memory of someone special, please
mark your envelope with
"in memory of (the person's name)"
Do not bring live plants to the PMC.
The office staff has no way of
storing them until Christmas.
Donations will be accepted up until
close of business December 22.

Thank you for your generosity!
First Sunday of Advent

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 1 — DECEMBER 7
Monday

Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9;
Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday

Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8,
12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday

Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6;
Mt 15:29-37

Thursday

Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9,
19-21, 25-27a;
Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday

Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13
-14; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday

Is 30:19-21, 23-26;
Ps 147:1-6; Mt 9:35 —
10:1, 5a, 6-8

Sunday

Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:914; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8
November 30, 2014

December Feast Days
Monday, December 8
is the Solemnity of the
Immaculate
Conception.
This year it is not a
Holy Day of
Obligation. However,
at the 8:30 a.m. Mass
we will celebrate this feast that
commemorates the dogma that
Mary, from the first moment of her
conception, was free from original
sin by the power of God’s divine
grace.

Though the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe is Friday, December
12, our parish will celebrate it on
Saturday, morning December 13.
A procession from the Parish
Ministry Center will begin at 7:30
a.m. and Mass will be at 8:00
a.m., followed by a celebration
sponsored by the Guadalupe
Society.

This feast day celebrates the
appearance of Mary to St. Juan
Diego on Tepeyac hill. Mary had
the appearance of a pregnant Aztec
woman. Our Lady of Guadalupe is
a symbol of protection and a sign
of God’s presence and grace in the
Americas. She holds a special
place in the life of the people of
Mexico and those of
Mexican descent. She
is also the Patron
Saint of All the
Americas, because she
represents that the
Gospel is the Good
News for all times and
cultures.
“Listen and let it penetrate your heart…do not be
troubled or weighed down with grief. Am I not here
who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow
and protection? Am I not your fountain of life? Are
you not in the folds of my mantle? In the crossing of
my arms? Is there anything else you need?”
-(Our Lady’s words to her servant Juan Diego)

ORGANIZATIONS
PARISH COUNCIL
Thomas Viano
Thai Tran
FINANCE COUNCIL
Mary Sparacino

408-296-1193

408-296-1193

STABLEMATES (Men’s Club)
Jim Newton
408-296-1193
LADIES GUILD
Diane Serrianne

408-296-1193

GUADALUPE SOCIETY
Maria Marquez
408-985-1088
ALTAR SERVERS
Stephen Russell

408-472-1931

ST. JUSTIN CHARISMATIC
PRAYER GROUP:
Frank Zuniga
408-688-1157
Theresa Huether
408-368-6317
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,
COUNCIL #3523
Robert E. Carvalho
408-279-8922
gk@kofc3523.org
FIL-AM ORGANIZATION
Chito De Quinto
408-249-9443
VOCATIONS COMMITTEE
408-296-1193

Stand and be Counted
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
ADVENT
Monday, December 15
7:00 p.m.
Parish Reconciliation
Service
Wednesday, December 17
7:00 p.m.
St. Justin School
Christmas Program
December 16 - 24
6:00 a.m.
Simbang Gabi
Novena Masses
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CHRISTMAS
Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Family Mass
6:00 p.m. Youth Mass
10:30 p.m. Concert and Carols
11:00 p.m. Mass
Thursday, December 25
Christmas Day
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
There will be NO 7:00 p.m. Mass.


Thursday, January 1
Solemnity of Mary,
The Holy Mother of God
8:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
First Sunday of Advent

Registering in a parish is a
declaration of your desire to be part
of a Catholic community and a
commitment in all its dimensions
brings you advantages, recognition,
and responsibilities of many kinds.
Being a registered parishioner makes
things much easier when it is time
for infant Baptism, weddings, when
asked to be a Baptismal or
Confirmation Sponsor and even
funerals.
We are often asked to provide
affidavits for Baptismal and
Confirmation Sponsors. We can only
do this if a person is a registered,
active and contributing member.
So, are you a registered parishioner?

If not, please consider registering.
Registration forms are available in
the Parish Ministry Center or online
at www.st-justin.org
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MINISTRY
NEWS
CATECHETICAL
MINISTRY
NEWS
Call or email Laura Ortiz, (408)296-1193 , ext. 0 , lortiz@st-justin.org for registration information.
If you have any questions about our programs, contact Tracy Sevigny at tracy@st-justin.org.

Youth Faith Formation
No ongoing faith formation sessions THIS week.
Enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday with your families!
General Information
Our Early Childhood Education Program (ages three through First
Grade) meets Sunday, 9-10 a.m., while our Elementary Program
(2nd grade through Junior High) meets Sunday, 10:15-11:30 a.m.
If you are new to Catechetical Ministry, please download a registration
packet from our website or complete one in Room 2 on Sunday.

Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults
Are you interested in joining the
Roman Catholic Church?
Or
Completing your initiation
through Confirmation?
Please feel free to drop by
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m.
in the Parish Ministry Center.

Did You Know We Have a Program for Your Preschooler?
We offer an Early Childhood Program during the 9 a.m. Mass, from
Fall until April. Our Three-year Old and Four-year Old classes still
have plenty of room. Feel free to drop by ANY Sunday to see if it
might be a good fit for your child. You may obtain registration forms in
room 2 or download them from our parish website.

High School
Confirmation

No session this week.
Annual Advent Family Adventure
Thank you to all the catechists, middle school
volunteers, and all the participants who made this
event a Spirit-filled Fun Time!

Enjoy the Thanksgiving
holiday with your families!

Are You Being Called to
be a Catechist?
We are still looking for catechists
to join us. We arrange training
and provide all materials.
We are looking for:
Infant Baptism Team Member
∗ Sixth Grade Aide

∗

Christmas Eve 4 p.m. Family Liturgy
The Christmas Eve afternoon Mass has been a family-oriented celebration.
Once again our traditional Nativity Gospel re-enactment will be taking place at
4 p.m. Children of St. Justin School and Catechetical Program are actively
involved as choir, readers, hospitality ministers, and roles in the nativity gospel.
If you and your children are interested in taking part, forms will be on the
website. Please complete and return to the Parish Ministry Center by Sunday,
December 8. We involve every child who completes a form, but as we have
many children participate, please select first, second and third choices.
Questions may be addressed to Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org.
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(Sundays, 10:15-11:30am)
∗

Junior High Team Member
(Sundays, 10:15-11:30am)

Contact Tracy, tracy@stjustin.org if you feel called to
this ministry.

November 30, 2014

MINISTRY NEWS

Community Ministry

Outreach Dinner
Our next Outreach Dinner will be
taking place Sunday, December 7
beginning at 1:30 p.m. in our Parish
Small Hall. All Senior
Citizen members of
our Parish are invited,
along with a guest, to
this meal followed by
BINGO.

Baby Food Needed
Community Ministry is in need of
Baby Food,
especially Cereals
and Fruits. Donations
can be dropped off in
the barrels located in
the Church or Foyer
of the School or left
in the Parish
Office.

Fresh Fruit &
Vegetables Needed
For those of you who have back
yard fruit trees with an over
abundance of fruit and/or gardens
with vegetables
please consider
donating what you
can to Community
Ministry. The fruit
and vegetables are a
welcome addition to the food that
we distribute to those seeking
assistance.
November 30, 2014

Novena to
Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Every Wednesday
7:00 p.m.
St. Justin Church

Bible Study with Fr. Chris &
Fr. Gerald every Friday,
11:00a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the
Parish Ministry Center.

Food Collection
Most of you are aware of the
Community Ministry Collection Barrels that are located in
our Church. During the month of December, we will
continue to request Canned Soup, Pork & Beans, Chili,
Macaroni & Cheese, Tomato Sauce and Canned Tuna. These are items
that we do not receive often from the Second Harvest Food Bank. Please
feel free to drop donations in the barrels in the Church, in the Foyer of the
School or bring items to the Parish Office.
First Sunday of Advent
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FAITH Beyond 2000 Part II

A dynamic formation
program for catechists and others
interested in gaining a better
understanding of their faith.

The Chancery
1150 N. First Street
San Jose, CA 95112
Mondays, 6:45 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
December 8: Sacraments of
Initiation: Eucharist
Plan now to attend FAITH beyond 2000
and give your ministry and your
spirituality a boost!

We invite the deaf and
their families to the
Sunday Masses
celebrated in
American Sign Language or are
sign language interpreted.
• English Mass – Sign language
interpreted, Santa Teresa Church
794 Calero Avenue, San Jose
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each
month at 10:00 a.m.
• Spanish Mass (Misa en español) –
Sign language interpreted,
Cathedral Basilica of Saint Joseph
80 South Market Street, San Jose
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each
month at 1:00 p.m.
• ASL Mass
Saint Lawrence Parish Community
1971 St. Lawrence Drive, Santa Clara
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each
month at 10:30 a.m.
Father Ghislain Bazikila, a deaf priest,
will be the celebrant of this Mass in
American Sign Language with
English voice interpretation.

Fr. Joseph Geary
council of the Knights
of Columbus invites
parishioners to our
Posada Christmas
social, on Saturday December 13,
6:00 p.m. at St. Justin small hall.
The Posada is a traditional
Christmas celebration. It includes
prayers, songs, and piñata. Children
are strongly encouraged to attend.
We will be joined by Three Wise
Men, who came from distant lands
following the Star of Bethlehem
bringing gifts of Gold,
Frankincense, and Myrrh. We ask
parents to please bring a simple
gift for your children that you want
the Magi to present to them.
The Council will provide the main
course. Members with last name
starting with A - M should bring
a side dish and members with
last name starting with N - Z
should bring a dessert.
If you and your family plan to
attend, please RSVP via email to
fs@kofc3523.org

Theology-on-Tap SV (Silicon
Valley) is an opportunity for
young adults (ages 21-39) to
explore issues and topics that
relate to the Catholic faith in a
fun and casual environment.
Saturday, December 6
7:00 p.m.
Christmas Celebration
Our Lady of Peace
2800 Mission College Blvd. in Santa Clara.

Just a reminder to check all parish activities, go to our
website at www.st-justin.org. Click on the CALENDAR
link, and you will find where it is being held and the times.
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Stablemates December
Christmas Dinner
Place: Small Hall
Date: Tuesday, December 2nd
Doors open: 6:00 p.m.
Dinner served at 7:00 p.m.
Bring an unwrapped gift
for the annual St. Justin
Christmas
Give Away.
All Stablemates, Ladies Guild and
significant others are invited to this
Christmas dinner.

THRIFT STORE
New items are coming in
daily. You don't know what
treasure you may find.
Looking for that Christmas
decoration or perfect item
for someone. We have that
just for you. Come in and
check out our Christmas
selection.
We accept donations daily
while we are open.
Please remember that the
barriers are up from
10:15 a.m.– 12:30 p.m.
The Thrift Store will be
closed for the Thanksgiving
Holiday beginning at
11:30 a.m. on Tuesday,
November 25th - Sunday,
November 30th.
We hope to see you soon.
Thank you for your patronage.
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