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St. Justin Catechetical Ministry
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

December 2009
Here’s hoping you had a joy-filled Thanksgiving Day and have begun the season of Advent with hope-filled anticipation!
The First Sunday of Advent marks the Church’s New Year.  As we prepare for the Second Coming of our Lord, and remember with gratitude the tremendous gift of the Incarnation in a tiny babe in Bethlehem, the Church calls us to pause and reflect on how ready we are to welcome Christ into our daily lives.  For ultimately, Christmas is not about one day, it is about how God communicated to us that He wishes to be with us in our every moment.  
A special thank you is in order for all those who stepped forward and assisted with the stations for our Advent Family Adventure.  Once again the spirit of cooperation and service left us in humble gratitude.  We send our prayers out to those families who have been hit by the flu season and were unable to participate.  
We’d like to point out that the Parish Advent Reconciliation Service is scheduled for Monday, December 14, 7pm.  We invite you to attend as a family and share the marvelous gift of forgiveness during this season of preparation.  Please note that this is NOT First Reconciliation.
The Advent Family Adventure packets contained the registration forms for our Christmas Eve 4pm Family Mass.  Please complete and return the forms to Catechetical Ministry by Friday, December 11th, if your family would like to participate.  If you misplaced the form, it is also posted on the website.
May you and your family have a Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!

Yours in Christ,

Tracy E. Sevigny


Laura Ortiz
Pastoral Associate for


Administrative Assistant

Catechetical Ministry
December Catechetical Calendar
Dec. 5&6
St. Justin Christmas Bazaar

Saturday, 9am – 5pm, Large & Small Halls

Sunday,  10am – 5pm, Large & Small Halls
Dec. 6
Family Mass, 9 am Mass

Catechetical Session

Three Year Olds thru First Grade
9 - 10am

Second Grade thru Junior High
10:15 - 11:30am

Dec. 13
Catechetical Session
Three Year Olds thru First Grade
9 - 10am

Second Grade thru Junior High
10:15 - 11:30am

Dec. 14
Parish Advent Reconciliation Service

7pm, Church
Dec. 18
Community Ministry Christmas Packing/ Organizing

5pm, Large & Small Halls  (see article)
Dec. 20
Catechetical Session

Three Year Olds thru First Grade
9 - 10am

Second Grade thru Junior High
10:15 - 11:30am


Youth & Young Adult Mass, 12:15pm Mass
Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Family Mass

9:30-10:30am  Parent & Child Rehearsal

10:30-11am     Choir Rehearsal

4:00pm
   Family Mass
Dec. 27
NO CATECHETICAL SESSIONS

Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!
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St. Justin Christmas Bazaar
[image: image3.png]


December 5th  & 6th 
Large & Small Halls

St. Justin Parish is once again hosting our Christmas Bazaar this upcoming weekend, December 5th & 6th.  The Bazaar is open from 9am to 5pm on Saturday, December 5th, and from 10am to 5pm on Sunday, December 6th.  Come stop by and begin your Christmas shopping with a home-made touch.  Parish Organizations are also selling food & refreshments to sustain you while you shop!  
Early Childhood Education News
This month our Four Year olds and Kindergartners are exploring the seasons of Advent and Christmas with a Jesus emphasis.  Our First Graders are appropriately beginning their exploration of God, the Son.

 If you know any young families who seek a developmentally appropriate alternative to Mass for their young ones, please let them know about this option during the 9am Mass.  Parents are welcome to try out one session with their child, and stay to ease the transition.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Tracy at 983-0354 or tracy@st-justin.org.
Volunteers Needed!:  Liturgy of the Word for Children

Many of you have made going to 9 am Mass prior to dropping your children off at their 10:15am Catechetical Session a family habit.  Therefore, we have many children at the 9am Mass who look forward to being dismissed for their own Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  Our dedicated catechists lead the children to the Chapel of the Parish Ministry Center, share that Sunday’s readings with the children, discuss how they apply to their lives, sing songs, and offer prayers of intention together, before returning to the church in time for the Preparation of the Gifts.  In order to cover our schedule every week, we need more volunteers willing to step forward for this valued ministry.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org or 983-0354.  Training and materials are provided.
Christmas Eve 4pm Family Mass
The Christmas Eve afternoon Mass is traditionally a family-oriented celebration.  Children of St. Justin School and Catechetical Program are actively involved.  The Parent & Child Rehearsal will be held on Thursday, December 24th from 9:30-10:30 am, in the Church.  The choir rehearsal will be Thursday, December 24th from 10:30-11 am.  If you and your children are interested in taking part, please complete the form and return it to the Parish Ministry Center by Friday, December 11th.  We involve every child who completes a form, but as we have many children participate, please indicate first, second and third choices.

Community Ministry Christmas Distribution
As many of you might know, St. Justin’s will distribute Christmas dinners and gifts to hundreds of families again this year.   Please consider sending with your child to class some of the necessary ingredients for Christmas dinner: gravy, yams, stuffing, green beans, corn, cranberry sauce, fruit cocktail.  Also, consider beginning a family tradition with your children of coming on the Friday prior to distribution (Dec. 18, 5pm) to help pack the food and organize the gift tables.  Over time, you may find your children look forward to this event almost as much as Christmas day.
RCIA

If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, please contact Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org or 983-0354.

Adult Confirmation
The first session begins Tuesday, January 5, 7pm in the Parish Ministry Center.  If you are a baptized adult Catholic who is interested in celebrating the sacrament of Confirmation this Easter Vigil, please register by contacting Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org or 983-0354.
