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St. Justin Catechetical Ministry
___________________________________________________________

NOVEMBER 2009
St. Justin Catechetical Ministry wishes you a Happy Thanksgiving!  
We thank God for the gift of your families to our parish of St. Justin!  It is a joy to work beside such faithful servants of the Lord.  Working together we can accomplish miracles for our children and our world!
If you know friends who would like to join our program, please let them know we accept new children throughout the year, as a sign of our continual evangelization efforts.  It is never too late to join our community of faith.
Preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation & Eucharist was kicked off in October with two parent meetings.  If you did not attend either meeting, please contact Tracy immediately to ensure that your child does not fall behind in the preparation process.

Again this year we are preparing for the Advent season with our annual Advent Family Adventure on Sunday, November 22, 9 - 11:30 a.m.  This activity center based event is one of the beloved traditions of our Catechetical Ministry at St. Justin.  Please remember that this is a whole family event.  Catechists are running activity stations, not supervising children during this time, so please do not drop off your children on this day.  Due to our extended hours, you may choose what time works best for your family to attend together.  Also, both parents are attending and one would like to help at a station, let me know.  Come join us for this fun, faith-filled adventure!
Yours in Christ,

Tracy E. Sevigny


Laura Ortiz
Pastoral Associate for


Administrative Assistant

Catechetical Ministry
November Catechetical Calendar
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Oct. 31
PLEASE REMEMBER TO SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR!!!  Otherwise you will be an hour early to Mass and Catechetics!  (
Nov. 1
Family Mass, 9 am Mass

Catechetical Session

Three Year Olds thru First Grade
9 - 10am

Second Grade thru Junior High
10:15 - 11:30am

Nov. 8
Catechetical Session
Three Year Olds thru First Grade
9 - 10am

Second Grade thru Junior High
10:15 - 11:30am

Nov. 15
Catechetical Session

Three Year Olds thru First Grade
9 - 10am

Second Grade thru Junior High
10:15 - 11:30am


Youth & Young Adult Mass, 12:15pm Mass
Nov. 22
Advent Family Adventure 
9 - 11:30 am, Large Hall
Community Ministry Thanksgiving Dinner Distribution

(see enclosed article)
Nov. 29
NO CATECHETICAL SESSIONS

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Sacramental Preparation
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Our Sacramental Preparation Process began in October with two Parent Meetings.  At these meetings, parents received the necessary training and materials to work with their child in preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in January.  If you wish your child to celebrate the sacraments at St. Justin and your family did not send a representative to one of the meetings, please contact Tracy immediately at 983-0354 or tracy@st-justin.org, so that your child does not fall behind in the preparations.
Early Childhood Education News
This month our Four year olds are discovering their God-given senses & Thanksgiving.  Our Kindergartners are exploring All Saints Day, going to Church, and thankfulness for Thanksgiving.  Our First graders are learning about God, the Father and how we are welcomed into God’s family at baptism.  We have two slots open in our Kindergarten and several in the Fours program, so if you know some young families who would appreciate a developmentally-appropriate alternative to Mass for their young ones, please let them know there is another choice during the 9am Mass.  Parents are welcome to try out one session with their child, and stay to ease the transition.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Tracy at 983-0354 or tracy@st-justin.org.
Volunteers Needed!:  Liturgy of the Word for Children
Many of you have made going to 9 am Mass prior to dropping your children off at their 10:15am Catechetical Session a family habit.  Therefore, we have many children at the 9am Mass who look forward to being dismissed for their own Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  Our dedicated catechists lead the children to the Chapel of the Parish Ministry Center, share that Sunday’s readings with the children, discuss how they apply to their lives, sing songs, and offer prayers of intention together, before returning to the church in time for the Preparation of the Gifts.  In order to cover our schedule every week, we need more volunteers willing to step forward for this valued ministry.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org or 983-0354.  Training and materials are provided.
Advent Family Adventure

November 22, 9-11am

Large Hall

[image: image6.png]


Don’t miss our annual Advent Family Adventure!  This event is a wonderful opportunity to share the true meaning of the holidays with your children.  Remember children must attend with at least one adult.  You are welcome to invite other parish families who are not enrolled in Catechetics, but in order for us to be properly prepared for the numbers, we ask that you complete a “registration” form for them.  See attached flyer.

Community Ministry Contributions
As many of you might know, St. Justin’s will distribute Thanksgiving dinners to over 600 families this year.  Attached is a flyer that explains fully how you can become involved.  Remember that we continue our Community Ministry Challenge.  Please send your child to class with items to donate toward our Thanksgiving Distribution.  The items in most need for the month of November are: stuffing, cranberry sauce & yams.
High School Confirmation Program

If a high school youth you know is interested in preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation, please contact Ed Ibarra at ed@st-justin.org or 983-0363.  Classes have begun, so please contact him as soon as possible.
RCIA

If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, please contact Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org or 983-0354.

Adult Confirmation/Full Communion
If you are a baptized adult Catholic who is interested in Confirmation, please contact Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org or 983-0354.
