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St. Justin Catechetical Ministry
___________________________________________________________

September 2009
Welcome to Catechetical Ministry at St. Justin Parish!  
We hope the summer has left your family refreshed and energized for the activities of the Fall.  The Catechetical Office is busy getting all of our registrations and supplies in order.  We are looking forward to an amazing year of grace and joy with our parish family!
If you are a returning family, you should have received a registration packet last week.  If you did not receive this, please contact the Catechetical Office as soon as possible, so that we may get a duplicate packet off to you.  We appreciate your help in accurate planning by returning your updated registration forms at your earliest convenience, and no later than September 20th.  Class sessions begin September 27th and we want to have all of our supplies and catechists ready to welcome the children!

Once again we are kicking off the Catechetical Year with a mandatory Beginning of the Year (BOY) meeting for parents in the Large Hall, while the children are with their catechists.  You are asked to add this to your schedule so that you will receive all necessary and important program information, and to give you an opportunity to get your questions answered.  Sacramental preparation registration packets will be available at this meeting.
Again, we wish you a blessed start to the school and Catechetical year!

Yours in Christ,

Tracy E. Sevigny


Laura Ortiz
Pastoral Associate for


Administrative Assistant

Catechetical Ministry
September Catechetical Calendar
Sept. 1
Informational RCIA Meeting 
7 pm, Parish Ministry Center

Sept. 6
Family Mass, 9 am Mass
Sept. 13 
Catechetical Sunday: Catechist Commissioning, 9am Mass


All Catechists Meeting & Luncheon

10 am – 1pm, Parish Ministry Center
Sept. 14
New Family Meeting 
7 pm, Parish Ministry Center
Sept. 20
Deadline: Registration forms for attendance at First Session

Youth & Young Adult Mass, 12:15pm Mass
Sept. 27
First Catechetical Session

Three Year Olds thru First Grade
9 - 10am

Second Grade thru Junior High
10:15 - 11:30am

BOY mandatory Parent Meeting, Large Hall

9 - 10 am

OR

10:15 - 11:15 am 
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Our Catechetical Schedule
Remember that we offer our Early Childhood Program from 9-10am for Three Year Olds through First Grade (more below), while our Second Grade through Junior High youth will have their Catechetical experience from 10:15-11:30am.  This allows parents to attend mass with their older children at 9am, which is our Family Mass timeslot.
Sacramental Preparation

St. Justin parish offers preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist to second graders and older who are either enrolled in a Catholic school or are attending the Sunday morning Catechetical sessions for their grade level.  If you wish to register your child for the Sacramental Preparation Process, we will be distributing these registration packets at the Beginning Of Year (BOY) Parent Meeting.  The deadline for registration is October 5th.
Early Childhood Program

We continue to use Our Sunday Visitor’s “I Am Special” Early Childhood program series.  This curriculum is very child friendly and offers a faith-centered developmentally appropriate alternative to mass for our little ones.
Family Service Hours

Last year we began scheduling parents to work in the Catechetical Ministry Office on Sunday mornings.  Friendships were forged and we were able to offer much more for our children, thanks to the extra hands at work.  As we get closer to our program start date, we will begin calling families to schedule their hours in the Catechetical Office.  Thanks for your enthusiastic support last year!
Room 9: The Catechetical Resource Room

You will find that Room 9 holds many resources that are available to you for both your own and your family’s continued faith formation.  We have books, videos, some DVD’s, pamphlets, family activity ideas, etc.  We offer “library checkout privileges” to registered catechetical families, as long as a catechist does not require the resource for their session.  We also have a number of adult faith formation brochures on a variety of topics for quick, easy refreshers on the faith in which you are forming your family.  Stop on by!
Liturgy of the Word for Children
At both the 9am and 10:30am masses, we offer Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  Our dedicated catechists lead the children to the Chapel of the Parish Ministry Center, share that Sunday’s readings with the children, discuss how they apply to their lives, sing songs, and offer prayers of intention together, before returning to the church in time for the Preparation of the Gifts.  If you are interested in volunteering for this well-received ministry, please contact Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org or 983-0354.  Training and materials are provided.
RCIA

If either you or your child over the age of 7 has not been baptized, St. Justin offers the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, as well as the same Rite adapted for children.  If interested, please attend an informational meeting on September 1st, at 7pm, in the Parish Ministry Center, for both adults seeking baptism and parents of unbaptized children over the age of 7.  Please contact Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org or 983-0354 or drop in.  

Adult Confirmation/Full Communion
Those baptized adult Catholics who are interested in Confirmation may attend an informational meeting on September 1st, at 7pm, in the Parish Ministry Center.  Those baptized in another faith tradition who seek Full Communion with the Roman Catholic Church, may also attend this meeting.  Please contact Tracy at tracy@st-justin.org or 983-0354 if you miss the meeting and would still like to participate this year.  
Community Ministry Contributions
As many of you might know, our client list at community ministry has swelled to approximately 2800/month.  To participate in our parish Christian charitable actions, each month Catechetical Ministry will highlight a particular donation items that are in most need for Community Ministry.  You may simply send these items with your child or donate them directly in the wooden bins located inside the church- one by the Baptismal font and one by the Tabernacle.  The items in most need for the months of September and October are: boxed macaroni & cheese, tomato sauce, chili, and pork ‘n beans.
